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the lamps and lanterns in lhe engines' cabooses and outJit  cars'  Laler '  in

1896, when the l ine haO Oeen compieted io Vancouver 
'Ocean to Ocean" John

was on the f irsl  pu. '"n#'*- '-uin-to t"r" i ts tr iumphal entry inlo the f lag-

UuO1.f.uO city - in his capacity as f i l ler 's helper'

Small  towns 'o'""5 'o' i t  *ns*uctionsites' Donald was one of these;

a col leci ion of di lapidat-ed huls and log cabins' but wi lh one redeeming

feature - ihere *" '  u th?tt i* i tn " U"f f  '  To this town John look his young

br ide ,  and here  the  f i ' ; ; ; ;  o i  tnu l t  seven daughters  were  born '  In  a t -

tendance a t  ihe i r  O i r t f r  was  u  f t inO and unders la id ing  Ind ian  woman '  Of

doctors and nurses tn" 'e *eienone' and lhe hearest hospital was in Calgary'

Winn ipeg was lhe  t tn " t 'o t - t inance '  fo r  here  was loca ted  The Domin ion

Government  sav ings  g .n r . .  H" i " ;he  {ami ry  depos i ted  i t s  sav ings ,  con len t  lo

su f fe r  the  lengthy  o" ' t v ' ' i i  * i t i ' d rawa l  and.depos i l  p rocedures '  Hopef  u l l v

you had a trustworihv ;: ; ; i ; t" ; ;-on l ]r^ej1l ins 
who would be wil l ins to

carry out these transactloni fo'  you' To u.s.e blnks was to think modern in a

wor ld  o f  savers  who be l ieved in  back-yard  bur ia l  bank ing '

Reve ls toke  soon es tab l i shed i t se l f  as  a .hub ra i l road cent re '  T ra f f i c

f rom the  U 'S 'A .  v ia  t f t "  foo tunuy  and Ar row Lakes  l ines  o f  ihe  CPR made

Revelstoke an imporrant O-it i ' ionuf point '  Here ihe rai lway yards and shops

mushroomed,  and the  tu* i i v - *o"uo  io  ih . i s  new met ropo l is '  Here  the  g i r l s

aitended Cenlral Scnoot'  t lcated aithe distance of some two miles f rom their

home,  across  town ano " " ih "  " t f ' " t  s ide  o f  the  busy  ra i l road yard '

Be ing  la te  to r  schoo l  was  a  pun ishab le  o f fence '  The spank ing  was

administered by cane ro tt t" posterior '  Punctual i ty became a batt le of wi ls

w i ih  the  long l ines  o t  ' * i i l n i l ' tg  t ra ins  and.shunt ing  box-cars '  The ch i ld ren

often cl imbed over the ;; ; i ; ;" t ; t ; ;  or waitedJor a pause between sh'u'nls to

c l imb under ,  in  o rder  i ; ; ; ; i ; "a t  schoo l  on  t ime '  A  c iv ic -minded v i l lager '

having observed i l l" '"  
" i" irv 

p"i i i ' '  t"potted to the school principal '

Thereaf le r  the  g i r l s  were  to ld  to  a r r i ve  la te  and tha i  no  fu r ther  pun ishment

wou ld  be  fo r thcoming,  t f re 'eUy sav ing  the i r  necks  as  we l l  as  the i r  beh inds '

As the years passed they grew into beauiies al l '  a fact nol unnoliced by

the  loca l  beaux .  nu i t ' i l J  " ' t i r " - " t  to t le  on  a  Sa lurday  n igh t '  b rought  fo r th

many o f fe rs  to  be  "watke-d l ; ; " " '  Lucy  reca l l s  tha t  on  one dark  even ing '  as

she and one o f  her  t i ' tu ' ) i i " " t "  *a l i ing 'home'  lh rough the  ra i l road yard  two

young wou ld-be  swa ins  fo l lowed lhem menac ing iy '  They  wou ld  no t  be

d iscouraged and the  g i ; l '  ; ; t ; ; "  f  r igh tened '  Lucv  w i thdrew her  e igh l - inch

hat  p in ,  f lashed i t  in to  i t re  head l igh t  o f  an  oncoming locomot ive  and an-

nounced tha t  "one t * ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; i l ]  see  th is . r iqh l  th roush vou" !  Las t  seen

the two dark f igures *J'" l l t"po"aring rapidly- in the opposite direct ion' We

of ten  laugh about  th is i " i i J "Jnow in  6ur  fami lv  c i rc le '  and wonder  i f  lhese

men rememoer '  on" " i i l nem is  number  among Br i t i sh  Co lumbia 's

mi l l iona i res ,  and is  f  rom a  fami ly  w i th  no l i t i l l l asp i ra t ions '

L i {e  was r , " .0  o r i lhu  indus t r ious  p ioneers  io i led  and ihe  land sup-

por ied  ihem.  Fores ls  " "a  t i i " " * t  y ie lded. food in  abundance '  Even w i thout

f i rearms a  few wet t - i ' rnJ  p"nn f " t  fe l led  manv a .pra i r ie  t l ' : l : l ^ tno t "

fo r tunare  enough ro  o*n  "  i *unry - iwo r i f re  courd  br ing  home a  car ibou or  a

mounta in  gout .  ro ru ; "Jo t ' i l na- ro tked sa lmon f  i l l ed  the  s t reams so  tha t

they  t ru ly  ' ran  rec l ' ,  "nJon"  day 's  f i sh ing  wou ld  f i l l  the  sa l t  bar re ls  fo r  the

* 'n t " ' ru . ,  
mar r ied  her  handsome Be lg ian  husband and moved to  w igwam'

a  somet ime min ing  ' " t t i " t "n t  on  the  Ar row Lakes  branch l ine  When the

ch i ld ren  s ta r ted  t "  " t r . i " " '  lh t  necess i i y  o {  be ing  near  a  schoo l  became
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wi th  ihe i r  Centenn ia l  Meda l ,  and the

Br i t i sh  Co lumbia  Government  w i l l

honour  her  aga in  in  1971,  on  the

occasion of i ls own Centennial '

The fo l low ing  shor t  account

inc ludes  a  few anecdotes  f rom her

fu l l  and  ac l i ve  l i fe '  l t  was  insp i red

by  her  g randdaughter  who com-
posed an essay enl i l led ' lMY Cen-

ienn ia l  Grandmother " ,  an  e f fo r i

wh ich  won her  acc la im f rom the

Br i l i sh  Commonweal th  Soc ie iY  in

1967.
G r e a t  g  r a n d f a t h e r  J o h n

ar r ived  in  New York  in  the  Year
188 ' l .  The Brook lyn  Br idge was s t i l l

under  cons t ruc t ion ,  and the  Sta tue  o f

Li berty was st i  |  |  but a prom i se i  n the

minds  o f  the  PeoPle  o f  France '

lmmigrants  f rom the  "O ld  Count rY"

were  ar r i v ing  bY the  thousands to

seek  the i r  fo r lunes  in  the  vas t

te r r i to r ies  o f  lhe  New Wor ld '
Steel had been laid as far wesl 

Lucy Doem

a s S a l t L a k e C i t y , o n t h e A m e r i c a n s i d e o f t h e b o r d e r ' l n C a n a d a ' t h e r a i l w a y
w a s a n " o n a g a i n o f f a g a i n " s l a t e o f a { f a i r s ' T h e l i n e h a d r e a c h e d W i n n i p e g '
Jogg"O down- ln debt, and then depended on the boriowing power of lhe

Canad ian  Government '  T rave l  on  the  soufhern  s ide  seemed more  exped ien l '

John ar r i ved  in  Utah  dur ing  the  governorsh ip  o f  Br igham Young who

employed h im as  a  ca t t le -hand '  dn ty  twenty - f  i ve  years  p rev ious ly  Utah  had

i " " "  p " *  o f  Mex ican Ter r i to ry '  and was s t i l lw i ld  and unmanageab le '  L i fe

here  was never  du l l  bu t  p romises  fo r  lhe  fu tu re  were  uncer ta in '  S tor ies  o f

wea l th  and oppor tun i ty  in  the  nor th  reached our  hero '  and w i lh  the  news tha t

the  cons i ruc i ion  o f  lhe  CPR was on  aga in ,  he  found h is  way to  Winn ipeg '

Mr .  Van Horne,  the  Genera l  Manager  o f  the  ra i l road '  was  push ing

cons t ruc t ion  migh t i l y  to  meet  a  dead l ine  imposed by  the  peop le  o f  the  Wesf '

as  a  cond i t ion  fo r  io in ing  Confedera l ion '  Work  wen l  on  fever ish ly  w i th

r e c o r d c o n s l r u c l i o n o f t w e - n t y m i l e s i n t h r e e d a y s a c r o s s t h e p r a i r i e s ' T h e r e
were  iobs  fo r  a l l  who were  w i l l i ng  to  g ive  a  day 's  work  fo r  a  day 's  pay '  Here '

l i fe for John became .ynony'nor. i '* i t t ' '  t f ' "  bui lding of the CPR Besides lhe

a c t u a I c o n s t r u c t i o n i o b s t h e r e w e r e l h e a c c o m p a n y i n g t a s k s o f { e e d i n g a n
army o f  men,  and locomot ives '  These la i te r  consumed mounta ins  o f  cord

woo i ,  and hundreds  o f  thousands o f  ga l lons  o f  water '  T ime became so

press ing ,  tha twork  p roceeded on  a  twen iy - four  hour  bas is '  necess i ta t ing  the

use o f  a r i i f i c ia l  l i gh t ing '  Here  John found h is  n iche  and became a  f i l l e r ' s

he lper .  l t  was  h is  respo is ib i t i t y  to  see to  lhe  c lean ing  and f  i l l i ng  w i lh  f  ue l ,  o f


