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pressing and the family moved lo Arrowhead. Here there was no dairy. and
with her chi ldren's welfare at heart,  Lucy purchased lwo cows, much lo
Ph i l ip 's  chagr in ,  p romis ing  to  see to  the  mi lk ing  herse l f .  The f i rs t  m i lk ing
session concluded with the cow's fooi in the bucket. her tai l  in our heroine,s
face  and w i th  Ph i l ip  fac ing  a  fu tu re  a t  the  mi lk ing  s ta i ions .  Two cows en-
sured year - round f resh  mi lk .  and a  tw ice-year ly ,  twe lve  mi le  wa lk  w i th  each
cow lo be bred.

ln  summer ,  the  CPR bunk house was h idden in  a  p ro fus ion  o f  f lower
beds and shrubs. The garden became a show place and won provir:ce wide
acc la im.  For  many success ive  years ,  Lucy ,  w i lh  her  g reen thumb,  won the'Bes t  F lower  Garden Award ' fo r  lhe  d iv is ion .  Th is  g rand sum o f  twenry-
do l la rs  was awarded by  the  CPR.  l l  was  a l l  wor th  lhe  e f fo r t  though,  when
her oldest daughter presented a bouquef of sweet-peas from the garden to
the then Archbishop of Canterbury, when he was passing ihrough the town.

Arrowhead is now under water. The rai lraod has been pul led up ano
the wagon-road is overgrown. The High Arrow Dam has been bui l t  to srore
wafer  f rom the  Co lumbia  R iver .  A l l  fha t  remains  o f  the  v i l lage  is  the  smal l
cemetery  wh ich  l ies  on  a  h igh  s lope o f  land  aga ins t  lhe  mounta in .  Wi th  ihe
passing of the lown passed ihe pioneer days, and for Lucy Daem, as for al l  of
us today's events are tomorrow's history.

AN I887 OLD TIMERS'  CELEBRATION
As fold by an old-l ime Cowboy

By Tom Stevenson

Th is  O ld-T imers '  Ce lebra l ion ,  wh ich  was he ld  a t  Pr ies i  Va l ley ,  now
called Vernon; was ihe outcome of a matched horse race between Alfred
Posti l l ,  of the Posti l l  Ranch, and Louis Bursie, from the reserve ai lhe head
of ihe Lake. The race was to be run at Priest Val ley on the 24th of May. At
tha t  t ime,  I  was  r id ing  fo r  the  Pos t i l l  Ranch,  and he lped to  l ra in  Roney,  the i r
race  horse .  In  a  mi le  racewefe l t  we had a  surewinner .  On the  24 th  o f  May,
A l f ,  B i l l  and  Ted Post i l l ,  Char l ie  S imms and l .  lead ing  our  race  horse ,
Roney, rode into Priest Val ley, stopping at the new Victoria Hotel.  Bursie
wi lh  h is  race  horse ,  Mounta in  Ch ie f ,  had ar r i ved  be fore  us ,  and a lso  a  good
fo l low ing  o f  Ind ians  f rom the  Reserve .  Then,  l i ke  the  ga ther ing  o f  the  c lans ,
f rom the  va l leys  and the  h i l l s ,  the  o ld - l imers  came r - id ing  in  to  see lhe  race .
There  were  Bob Lamley ,  Frank  Young,  Tom Cl in lon ,  Conn ie  O,Keefe ,  A lex
McDone l l ,  Pe te  Base i t .  the  Conne ls ,  Chr is t ians ,  D ick  Ne i l ,  Ned Woods,
Goldie, Leon Lequime, Tom Woods, Captain Shorts, Fred Barnes, Leonard
Nor r is ,  T ronson,  Pr ice  E l l i son .  Cameron and many o lhers .  They  were
mi l l ing  around the  race  horses ,  shak ing  hands and chat t ing ,  and se lec t ing
and be t t ing  on  lhe  ou lcome o f  lhe  race .  Exc i tement  ran  h igh  as  the  be t t ing
proceeded,  and io  show my conf idence in  Roney I  had be t  most  o f  my w in-
ie r ' s  wages on  h im before  I  rea l i zed  i i  and  hur ry ing  ou t  o f  the  r ing  I  ran  in to
an Ind ian  want ing  to  be i  h is  n ice  l i i l l e  Appa loosa s tock  horse  on  Mounta in
Ch ie f  .  I  took  a  fancy  to  the  Appa loosa and t r ied  to  swap my sadd le  horse  fo r
h im.  No go .  Bu l  eye ing  my new doub le  r igged Cheyenne sadd le ,  he  sa id ,
"Bet  horse  aga ins t  sadd le . "  Of f  came the  sadd le  and s lapp ing  i i  on  the
Appa loosa,  we t ied  h im to  a  t ree ,  "w inner  take  a l l . "

We then rode down ihe  o ld  road fo  the  lanc l ino  whcre  Tronson.  Ch ic f

Hf  sToRY tN WORDS 
- ts7

Pau l  and Pr ice  E l l i son  as  iudges ,  and Fred Barnes  and Conn ie  O 'Keefe ,  had
stepped off the mile and were re;dy to slarf lhe horses. After the usual

iockeying before the start,  lhey were off head and head. At ihe quarter
Mounta in  Ch ie f  led  by  four  lengths ,  Burs ie  " lay ing  on  the  qu i r t " ;  Pos t i l l
l y ing  low on Roney,  mak ing  no  move.  A t  the  ha l f .  Burs ie  in  the  lead by  s ix
lengths ,  s i i l l  wh ipp ing ;  Pos t i l l ,  hand r id ing  Roney now.  A i  the  th ree-
quar ie rs i  Burs ie  in  the  lead by  th ree  lengths ;  Pos i i l l ,  r id ing  hard  and
ga in ing .  In  the  s l re tch ,  Burs ie  lead ing  one length ,  bo th  r id ing  hard ;  and In -
d ians  c los ing  in  f rom beh ind  and f rom lhe  s ides ,  shoot ing  in  fhe  a i r .  On they
came.  bo th  r iders  now lay ing  on  the  qu i r t ,  as  over  the  f in ish ing  l ine  they
went ;  Roney in  the  lead by  ha l f  a  length ;  and swing ing  up  on  my horse ,  I
rode back to the hotel to admire my new Appaloosa siock horse. What a
thri l l l  There were more matched races as the afternoon passed away for
side bets, start ing from Price El l ison's corral on the White Valley Road and
finishing at the ho+el. There was also a foot race between a fast stepping
Ind ian ,  ca l led  Cu l l i s  J im,  and Char l ie  S imms,  fo r  a  s ide  be t  o f  a  do l la r ,
aga ins i  a  pa i r  o f  beaded gaunt le ts  wh ich  Char l ie  covefed  and won.

After supper we moved lhe furniture out of ihe hotel dining room and
Joe Bran l ,  s i t t ing  in  a  cha i r  on  a  tab le  tun ing  h is  f idd le ,  Pete  Goodwin
ca l l ing ,  "A l l  

io in  hands  and c i rc le  to  the  le f t . "  The dance was on .  Then in  lhe
grey dawn of another day, with the sound of the hoarse voice of the cal ler and
fas l  danc ing  fee l  and laughter  and fami l ia r  "Whoopee"  o f  the  fas t  sw ing ing ,
h igh-s tepp ing ,  o ld - t imer  s t i l l  do ing  h is  s iu f f ,  we swung up  on  our  b roncs  and
wi th  a  fa rewe l l  "Whoopee"  headed over  the  o ld  Miss ion  Tra i l  fo r  the  Ranch.

HISTORY IN WORDS
By Don Walkins

Mos l  o f  us  a re  we l l  aware  o f  the  h is to ry  beh ind  many o f  our  loca l
words .  We know,  fo r  ins lance,  tha t  Ke lwona go t  i t s  name f rom a  bearded
p ioneer  who,  to  loca l  Ind ians ,  looked more  l i ke  a  g r izz ly  bear  than a  human
be ing ,  and was n icknan led  Ke lawna,  the  Ind ian  word  fo r  'g r i zz ly '  .  S imi la r ly
Pent ic ton  iso f  Ind ian  or ig in .  When the  wh i ie  man f i rs l  a r r i ved ,  the  Ind ians
had a  permanen l  camp between Lakes  Skaha and Okanagan.  They  re fe r red
to  i l  as  pen lk tn , 'permanen l  camp ' .  More  c lose ly  ana lysed,  th is  word  is
composed o f  lhe  e lements  pen- tk - tn  mean ing  'a lways- l ime-p lace ' .

l f  we take  th is  game o f  word  ana lys is  one s iep  f  u r iher  we can d iscover
a l l  k inds  o f  in te res t ing  ins igh is  in lo  the  h is to ry  o f  the  peop le  who now use
them.  We don ' i  have to  s iay  w i th  p lace  names;  we can use jus i  "o rd inary

w o r d s "  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s
Look  a t  the  word  "peach"  fo r  example ,  a  word  tha t  au tomat ica l l y

con iu res  up  v is ions  o f  the  Okanagan Va l ley  in  ihe  minds  o f  Western
Canad ians .  Centur ies  ago the  wander ing  Greeks  cu l t i va ted  numerous  t rees
tha t  ihey  found growing  in  Pers ia .  The f ru i t  o f  one o f  these t rees  was par -
i i c u l a r l y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  c a l l e d  i i  " p e r s i c u m " ,  i h e  f r u i t  f  r o m  t h e
"Per isan  t ree" .  When th is  word  eventua l l y  reached our  language,  i t  was
wr i i len  as  "peach" .  So the  word  i t se l f  te l l s  us  where  the  f ru i t  came f rom
o r i g i n a l l y ,  a n d  i n d i c a i e s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  o u r  c i v i l i z a l i o n  h a s  w i i h  t h e
anc ien l  ones .

Whi le  the  Greeks  l i ked  the i r  peaches,  the  Romans became par i ia l  to
ihe  f ru i t  o f  a  t ree  tha t  one o f  lhe i r  genera ls  found growing  in  the  c i ty  o f
Cerasos ,  in  Pontus .  The f ru i l s  were  qa thered and sh ipped back  io  Rome loI


